Friday 20th May 2016

What a week! Headed up by the Latin Assembly on
Monday morning. We were treated to Minimus Mouse and
his friends who took us on a journey through Latin, its
origins and how it is used in modern English with
significant regularity. With ‘Rome is Burning’ sung to the
tune of ‘London’s Burning’, I’m sure Nero himself would
have been delighted! Thank you to all the pupils involved
and to Miss Cartwright who is running an exciting and
stimulating Latin Club where Carpe diem really is the order
of the day.

5T treated us all to their assembly based on the theme of
‘Determination’. An exceptionally inspirational assembly
executed to the very highest of standards. Pupils, staff and
parents sat enthralled as the story of not giving up despite
the obstacles we encounter was told. A very demanding
subject matter which was pitched so very well that we all
were able to take something of significant meaning away
with us. The level of acting, team work, comedy and props
were of the highest standard. I felt exceptionally proud of
and inspired by 5T and Mr Sopher. Well done!

Our Senior Choir did Duncombe proud as they sang at the
Barnardo’s Young Supporters’ Concert at the Royal
Festival Hall. A beautiful concert of a massed choir of
some 600 primary aged pupils, with dancing and solo
performances thrown in. As is tradition for these events,
artwork is submitted in advance by the pupils attending and
I’m delighted to say that Sophie N (6F) had her work
chosen and resplendently displayed on all T-shirts worn.
But it did not stop there because Maddy P (5T) had her
artwork chosen to be on the front cover of the official
programme, with artwork from Abby S (6LT), Maggie B
(6LT), Florence D (5V), Amelia G (6F) and Tilly C (6LT)
included throughout the programme as well. The pupils
sang exceptionally well and Duncombe provided four
soloists, Ross M (6LT), Abby S (6LT), Tilly C (6LT) and
Amber D (6F). All sang with confidence and were
interviewed with the compère prior to singing which only
added to our sense of awe regarding how well they each
handled this.

Finally, Year 6 head off to Normandy next week. We wish
the staff and pupils a most enjoyable and enriching
learning experience and look forward to hearing all about
their adventures. Have wonderful weekend. Mr Phelan

Earlier Max M (5T) had been interviewed about the
preparations for the event and he spoke eloquently and with
a lovely balance of confidence. As one Year 6 parent wrote
to me “I just wanted to drop you a note to say how much I
enjoyed watching the children sing at the Royal Festival
Hall last night. The children were a credit to the school
and what a fantastic experience for them. A huge thank you
to Mrs Welch and Mrs Turner for helping to make it
happen. In particular I was very impressed by the young
soloists. They sang beautifully and I was very impressed by
their air of confidence and articulation when interviewed.
The school should be very proud of their achievements.” I
couldn’t have put it any better!
Year 4 treated their parents to the Come Dine experience. A
lovely event and one where team work and division of
labour are critical skills which they used with great aplomb.
Well done to all Year 4 pupils for hosting such a
welcoming and tasty event!

Diary Dates
Monday 23rd May - Year 6 visit to France.
Breakfast Music Assembly (Parents Welcome).
Tuesday 24th May - Year 2 Parent to Lunch.
Wednesday 25th May - Year 4 to the Natural History
Museum.
Thursday 26th May - Year 2 to Southend.
School finishes at normal time for Half Term.
Friday 27th May - Half Term - School Closed.
Year 6 return from France.
Monday 6th June - Second half of Summer Term starts.
EKG Welcome Meeting. 9.30am start.

Looking Forward
Wednesday 8th June - Year 1 to Woburn Safari Park.
Reception Parent to Lunch.
Ballet Show in New Hall.
Thursday 9th June - Open Morning for Prospective
Parents.
Friday 10th June - Sports Day (Reception to Year 6) at
Wodson Park.

Sports Fixtures
Monday 23rd May - U9A Cricket v St Christopher
School (away). 2.30pm start.
Wednesday 25th May - U10A&B Cricket v Heath Mount
(away). 2.30pm start.
U10 Rounders v Bishop’s Stortford College (away).
2.15pm start.
Wednesday 8th June - U11B Cricket v St Christopher
School (away). 2.30pm start.
U11A&B Rounders v St Christopher School (away).
2.30pm start.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Henry S (3CF) who won
the Hertford RFC U8 player of the season
award last Sunday. Well done Henry!

Staff News
We would like to inform you that Mrs Stella Griffith will be
retiring from Duncombe in July. Mrs Griffith has worked as
a Nursery Nurse and Teaching Assistant at Duncombe for
the last 13 years. We wish Mrs Griffith a long and happy
retirement.

Here are this week’s Pupils who received a
Headmaster’s Award. Well done to them!

Congratulations to Freddie H (5T)
who was awarded Most Improved
Player of the Season at Hertford
Rugby Club for the Under 10A team
at their end of season awards last
weekend. Well done Freddie!

Year 4 River Trip

Congratulations to Megan C (Rec Oak)
who completed a 5k run on Sunday 15th
May at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
in a fantastic time of 46 minutes. Megan
raised an amazing £500 for Great Ormond
Street Hospital. Well done Megan you
should be really proud!

Nursery Class Goal
Congratulation to Ethan C (Nursery Birch) and Savannah
G (Nursery Birch) who reached their class goals this
week.

On Thursday 19th May Year 4 had a boat trip on the River
Lea. Safety was an important aspect of our morning as we
travelled by train to Ware and then by boat back to
Hertford.
We walked to Hertford East station and caught the 9.39am
train to Ware. On arriving at Ware we had to quickly get off
the train as it didn’t stop for long. We then walked through
Ware using our road safety skills to safely navigate our
way.
The River Lea in Ware is famous for its gazebos and Mrs
Cheal gave us a brief history before we joined the riverboat.
After a safety talk we chugged off from the mooring
heading to Hertford. How was this going to take 90 minutes
we thought? The boat travelled at 2 miles an hour and we
had 2 locks to negotiate. Canal boats cannot travel up or
down hills so we learnt that a lock is a staircase for them.
Along the route we saw ducks, coots, chicks, swans, wild
flowers, bridges and various people using the tow path
while we relaxed and enjoyed our morning snacks.
On arrival back at school our teachers all agreed we had
passed the safety test and were fit to go to York after half
term. Hurrah! Our roving reporters in4CH

Woburn Charity Event Today

Pick up from Treetops

Thank you to everyone who donated their silver coins to
make this wonderful heart today. The money will go to
the Carers in Herts charity. Look out for more exciting
events to come later in the Summer Term. The Woburn
Charity Team.

May we remind you that when you collect your child/
children from Treetops that the play equipment is out of
bounds as it is not supervised by staff. Thank you for your
co-operation.
Mrs Copeman, Early Years Foundation Leader.

Lost
Named summer hat belonging to Tilly Turone.
Named cardigan belonging to Tilly Turone.
Named blazer belonging Aler Erdal.

Warren Restaurant Menu for the week commencing 23rd May
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