
Thursday 25th February - U9 A&B Netball v Westbrook 

Hay (away). 2.30pm start. 

Monday 1st March - U11 Netball v St Joseph’s in the 

Park (away). 3.45pm start. 

 

Breakfast Concert 
Once again the Old hall was full to the rafters with        

budding musicians, anxious but proud parents all eagerly 

anticipating a glorious music concert. We were not         

disappointed. 

 

The Year 3 recorder groups all played very well, showing 

good music reading skills and a lovely tone. Our vocal    

students, Tilly C , Harriet C, Abby S and Lily A all        

delighted us with their singing. Well done girls.  

 

Our pianists, Scarlett H, Tilly C, Lily A, Nicholas H, Evie 

M, demonstrated some beautiful piano playing, and it was 

particularly lovely to listen to Sophia G’s own              

composition. Aler E played so confidently on the cornet, 

well done to you, and Thomas H is obviously committed to 

his instrument and made a great sound. Our flautists, Edie 

P and Emily M, continued to delight us with their fine flute 

playing and Zoe S got us all tapping along to her violin 

playing. Our guitarists, Maddie C, Ross M and George M, 

all demonstrated fine guitar playing and dexterous finger 

plucking. The sounds were beautiful. The sounds of the 

Year 3 singers finished our concert with a flourish. As I 

said at the concert, huge thanks must go to all who were 

involved in getting the children to the stage of performing 

this morning. We have a great team of instrumental     

teachers and the support that you, the parents, give to the 

children in terms of encouraging practise is invaluable.  

 

I hope you all enjoyed the concert this morning , I thought 

each performance was a triumph. Mrs Turner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 5th February 2016 

February already! I have had to write this on Wednesday of 

this week as I shall be away at a Head’s Conference until 

close of play Friday. Whilst a little shorter than usual    

opening from me, I am delighted to share some of my    

experiences this week to date.  

We were visited by the Chair of Governors, Mr Mark      

Seymour, on Tuesday who spent much of the day meeting 

our pupils, observing learning and talking with staff. I am 

delighted to share that he continues to be most impressed 

with all things at Duncombe. He greatly enjoyed observing 

lessons in both Upper and Lower School and  assured me 

that he will spend time in Treetops during his next visit. On 

discussing our tracking data he was extremely pleased with 

the progress being made and referred to our pupils as 

“industrious, happy and willing to learn”.  

Our Ski trip departs Saturday morning and we wish them 

all a wonderful and safe journey. My thanks in advance to 

Mr Foley and the staff team who make such opportunities 

happen. Have a wonderful weekend. Mr Phelan. 

 

Diary Dates 
Tuesday 9th February - Parents’ eSafety Evening. 7pm 

start in New Hall. 

Thursday 11th February - School finishes at normal time 

and all After School Clubs will be on as normal.  

Friday 12th February - Half Term begins. 

Saturday 13th February - Ski Trip Returns. 

 

Looking Forward 
Monday 22nd February - Second half of Spring Term 

starts. 

Tuesday 23rd February - Years 4, 5 & 6 Swimming    

lessons at Hartham. 

Year 5 Come Dine with Us. 

Wednesday 24th February - No Chess Club.  

Friday 26th February - 6F Assembly. Parents welcome. 

Year 2 to Roald Dahl Museum. 

Monday 29th February - Upper School Assembly at Holy 

Trinity Church (children only). 

Year 4 Victorian Day in Old Hall. 

Tuesday 1st March - Years 4, 5 & 6 Swimming lessons at 

Hartham. 

Year 5 to ‘Into the Woods’ Musical at Tring Park School. 

Thursday 3rd March - Open Morning for Prospective   

Parents. 

Friday 4th March - Nursery and Reception Mothers’ Day 

Assembly. 9.00am to 9.20am start in New Hall. 

Lower School Mothers’ Day Assembly. 9.30am to 10.15am 

in New Hall. 

 

Sports Fixtures 
Tuesday 23rd February - U11A Rugby v St Joseph’s in 

the Park (away). 3pm start. 

Wednesday 24th February - U11A&B Rugby v          

Sherrardswood (away). 2.30pm start. 

U11A Netball v Sherrardswood (away). 2.30pm start. 



Congratulations 

Congratulations to Reuben B-B (Nursery 

Maple) who has reached his class goal this 

week. Well done Reuben. 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Sophia P (Nursery     

Maple) who reached her class goal this 

week. Well done Sophia. 

  

 

 

 

Road to Success 
Well done to Carrie, Laiba and James in Kindergarten 

Blossom who achieved their Road to Success Goal of 

counting to 10 this week.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Gabriel, Serafina and Oliver in Early 

Kindergarten who all achieved their class goal this week. 

Really good work and effort from each of them! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hatfield Charity Update - Wallace and Gromit's 

Children's Foundation. 
Thank you to everyone who has entered our competitions 

so far! 

A quick reminder about our two competitions currently 

running. You can take part in either the 'Comic Comp' or 

our new 'Fantastic Fleeces' idea, where you design a      

colourful and exciting fleece for Shaun the Sheep. Both 

are running until Thursday 11th February. It's £1 to enter 

and entry forms should have made their way home       

already, but if you need another one please ask Miss     

Roberts in 4R. 

 

We are also looking forward to our 'Wrong Trousers' day 

on Monday 14th March. The event is open to Treetops, 

Lower and Upper School. Thank you for supporting our 

charity so far.  

Staff Announcements 
 

Mrs Freeman - 1D 
We would like to inform you that Mrs Freeman will be 

leaving Duncombe at half term. We thank her for all her 

hard work and will be saying goodbye to her on Thursday 

11th February. Miss Ashcroft. 

 

Mrs Hough 
We would like to inform you that Mrs Hough will be      

leaving us at the end of the Spring Term after working at 

Duncombe for 19 years. We will obviously be saying a big 

goodbye to her nearer the time. 

We are delighted to let you know that Mrs Cheal will be 

with 4CH full time for the Summer Term.  

 

Extreme Reading 
In preparation for World Book day on 3rd March and as 

part of our week long celebration of books, we are asking 

that children bring in a photograph of themselves reading in 

an unusual place. With the half-term holiday coming up this 

is an opportunity to be caught reading in wild and exotic 

environments as well as unusual places around the home or 

in your local area. Let your imagination run wild but please 

be safe.  Send all photographs to Form Teachers and be  

prepared for your offerings to be displayed around the 

school. 

 

eSafety Evening on Tuesday 9th February 
“My children are too young for me to need to know about 

internet safety” 

“I’ve got filters on the internet at home, I don’t need to 

know about eSafety” 

“I trust my children to make the right choices; it’s nothing 

to do with me” 

 

Sound familiar? 
 

If so then we urge you to come to the eSafety evening on 

Tuesday 9th February at 7.30pm.  Mr Douglas. 
 

 

Creche 
May we remind you that babies and young siblings should 

not be taken into class or music assemblies. We politely ask 

this to ensure the enjoyment of the concert/assembly for all. 

You are most welcome to use our creche facility in 

Treetops. If you wish, to book your child into the creche 

please speak to the School Office. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Swimming   

In preparation for the Upper School Swimming Gala on 

15th March, Years 5 & 6 will be joining Year 4 at          

Hartham for swimming lessons on the following dates: 

 

Tuesday 23rd February – 4, 5 & 6 

Tuesday 1st March – 4, 5 & 6 

Tuesday 8th March – back to normal for 2, 3 & 4 

Tuesday 15th March – Swimming Gala 

 

This means that Years 2 & 3 will not be swimming on the 

23rd February, 1st March and 15th March.  

 

After School Chess Club 
Please note that there will be no chess club on Wednesday 

24th February. If you require after school care please      

contact the School Office. 

 

Lost 
Named hat and scarf belonging to Connie Nichola. 

Warren Restaurant Menu for the week commencing 8th February 


