
helping out on Sunday. It is always a lovely event and one 
that is enjoyed by the whole community. I’ll look forward 
to seeing you there. 
Mr Phelan 

Diary Dates 
Sunday 3rd December - Christmas Fair from midday to 
3pm. 
Monday 4th December - Years 1 to 6 Carol Service                
Rehearsal at  Haileybury. 
2.30pm EKG Singalong. Parents welcome. 
Tuesday 5th December - Carol Service Years 1-6 at                
Haileybury Chapel. 5pm start. 
Thursday 7th December - Nursery Christmas Play. 9am in 
New Hall. Parents welcome. 
Last Speech and Drama lesson. 
Friday 8th December - Reception Christmas Play. 9.20am 
in New Hall. Parents welcome. 
 

Sports Fixtures 

Thursday 7th December - U9 Football v Heath Mount 
(away). 2.30pm start. 
 

Looking Forward 
Tuesday 12th December - EKG, KG and Nursery Trip to        
Springtime Nursery. 
Wednesday 13th December - Reception to Year 6 to the 
Pantomime at Hertford Theatre. 
Treetops Disco. 
Thursday 14th December - Last day of term.   
Treetops and Years 1-3 finish at 2.45 pm, 
Years 4 - 6 finish at 3.00pm.   
Please note that no after school clubs will take place but 
after school care will be available. Please let the School 
Office know if you need care. 
 
The Spring Term commences on Thursday 4th January 
2018. 

 
Well done to this week’s Pupils who received a   

Headmaster’s Award.  

It was wonderful to come in on Monday to our lovely new 
Sports Covered Astro which is looking amazing. Even more 
amazing to see how well it has been utilised by our pupils and 
staff for lessons, training, play and matches. The inaugural 
matches saw Duncombe run out as winners for both fixtures 
with our pupils and staff clearly being inspired by the lovely 
new surroundings. We are currently planning a more formal 
opening event for the next term and further details will be 
shared next term. 
Following my attendance at the Heads’ Conference I reported 
back to our staff and pupils some of the headlines in            
assembly. There were several points about how we learn as 
we grow, including talks from Sir Kevan Collins a leading      
Educational speaker.  We focused on the importance of       
understanding metacognition or thinking about how we think. 
One of the processes was to discuss the phrase ‘being the 
best at getting better’. I shared with the pupils my initial 
thoughts and then opened it up to the children to reflect on 
what that might mean to them? It is fair to say that I was     
exceptionally impressed with the depth of reflection and   
comments shared. The notion of asking ourselves honest 
questions was really strong. Questions about how we work in 
class? Whether we settle to homework tasks independently? 
If we have the right equipment for lessons? Are we following 
the advice and next steps that our teachers are giving us? This 
came from the children and showed demonstratively the 
power of thinking about thinking.  
Our Harmony Choir sang to the assembled Heads, some 99, 
from across the globe and I can count it as one of the       
proudest moments as a Headmaster. The children performed 
beautifully. The leadership of Mrs Sutton, the support from 
Mrs Turner and staff accompanying were commented on by 
the CEO of Cognita, Mr Chris Jensen, and it was praise worth 
giving. A wonderful effort- you all really did Duncombe proud. 
Today we have been assessed by NACE for the next level of 
accreditation. This will be the culmination of 5 term’s work 
and I am confident that there will be a successful outcome. I 
will of course share the final outcome as soon as we have    
possession of it. What is clear is that our pupils are being 
stretched across their entire experience here at Duncombe 
and long may that continue! 
Preparations for our Carol Concert at Haileybury Chapel are 
going extremely well. We are looking forward to this lovely 
event and seeing many of you there. The EKG and KG       
singalong, Nursery and Reception Christmas Performances for 
next week are also being well prepared for as Christmas really 
gets its Advent launch! And don’t the Christmas Displays 
across the school look wonderful! As ever the entire Dun-
combe team have delivered a spectacle for us all to enjoy. 
 
 
The PA Christmas Fair is almost here and I want to say a very 
big thank you to the entire team and to all of you who will be 
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Congratulations 
Congratulations to Isaac F (4MJ) and Nathaniel M (5V) 
who were on the winning team at the Hertford District 
Cub Scouts annual Model Making Competition last       
Sunday.  They were the 3rd Hertford (Wednesday) team 
and made a complex model of a fairground, gaining 
points for teamwork and tidiness, as well as their         
finished model. Here they are proudly holding the      
winning cup. Well done boys! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Harmony Choir Light up Hanbury Manor 
Last night the Harmony Choir sang at the switch on of 
the lights at Hanbury Manor.  It was a chilly evening, but 
the snow flurries -both real and artificial!- only added to 
the Christmassy atmosphere.  Well done to all the       
children for performing so well.  Well done also to Mrs 
Turner for accompanying in the dark with cold hands on 
a snowy keyboard!  Thank you to all the family members 
who came to support us and to Miss Varney & Mrs 
Howes for your assistance with the smooth running of 
the evening.  Jo Sutton, Music Team Leader. 

 
 
 

Pantomime - Wednesday 13th December 
Reception to Year 6 pupils are looking forward to going 
to the pantomime on Wednesday 13th December to see 
Rapunzel. We would like to make you aware that the 
children will be back at school for dismissal at 4.15pm 
that day due to the finish time of the pantomime. As the 
whole school (Reception to Year 6) will be returning at 
the same time parking may be difficult on site so we 
would ask you park considerately in the local area. 
Due to the later return time, we will not be running any 
after school clubs, however after school care will still be        
available. Unless we hear otherwise we will assume all   
children booked in to clubs will require after school care 
as normal. 
 

 

 

 

Coming Home Christmas Writing Competition 
 

Christmas writing has finally arrived at Duncombe! 
 
During assembly on Monday, Years 1-6 had the opportunity 
to listen to the story of the adventurous robin, Coming 
Home, penned by renowned author, Michael Morpurgo. 
This formed a stimulus for our own writing and our        
Christmas competition. Every year group has been studying 
the book and writing some wonderfully imaginative pieces, 
from setting descriptions and poems to our very own         
versions of the story. There will be a Lower School and an 
Upper School winner, who will be presented with a prize 
towards the end of term. If you wish to hear the tale of the 
determined robin, narrated by Michael Morpurgo             
himself, you can find it by watching the following clip. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RslbtKSrrns 

Writer of the Term 
In addition to the exciting Christmas writing competition, we 
will also be celebrating our Writer of the Term award. As we 
approach the end of term, the teaching staff will begin to 
think about awarding Writer of the Term to a child in their 
class who has shown a real determination to improve their 
writing. English staff will be using the whole term's learning 
to make their decision. From my own experience, I know 
this will be a very tough decision to make!  

Mrs Micele-Jones 
Head of English 

 

Oliver Twist 
Anthony Glenn returned to regale Years 3-6 in the classic 
tale of Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. The children were 
extremely excited to take part in the performance and 
showcase their wonderful acting abilities. Cece E (5V) acted 
throughout the show as Oliver and really enjoyed the       
challenge. Not only did the much anticipated visit mark the 
beginning of the festive season, but Anthony Glenn really 
brought the story to life.  

Mrs Micele-Jones 
Head of English 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RslbtKSrrns


Carol Service - Tuesday 5th December 
We are looking forward to our Carol Service at              
Haileybury on Tuesday 5th December for Years 1-6. Here 
is more information about this event: 
 
Treetops’ day will end as normal at 3.30pm. If parents 
are going to the Carol Service at Haileybury, please see 
your form teacher to arrange an early pick up. Please 
note that school will finish for Lower School at 2.45pm 
and Upper School at 3pm.  This allows everyone the     
opportunity to freshen up and have tea in good time   
before our Carol Service in Haileybury Chapel which 
starts at 5pm.  Please do not arrive before 4.30pm. This 
allows us time to prepare the Chapel. We ask that you do 
not arrive before this time as your child/children will 
have a long time to wait before the start of the service. 
 
Please remember to secure your car at Haileybury and 
take anything of value into the service with you. The    
service will last for an hour. 
 
After School Clubs - Treetops After School Activities will   
continue as normal. There will be no clubs for non-
Treetops pupils.  If you are unable to collect your child 
by 3pm on Tuesday 5th December, please let the School 
Office know.  
 
Please arrange childcare for siblings below Reception 
age and babies. 
 
Any Reception child who has an older sibling is allowed 
to attend the Christmas Carol Service. They must be in 
their school uniform and will be seated with their class 
teacher in the pews towards the front of the church. If 
you are intending to bring your Reception child with you, 
please let the School Office know so that we can make 
sure we have enough room for them all.  
 
Please see the letter sent out yesterday for full details. 
Thank you. 
 

Speech & Drama 
The last Speech and Drama lessons take place next 
Thursday, 7th December. Mrs Coley has said that          
children are welcome to bring in reindeer antlers,     
Christmas hats etc for the last lesson. 

 
 

Music Assembly 
This morning we were treated to a packed music assembly 
showcasing many of our talented pupils from across the 
school.  Rosie A kicked off the morning with a beautiful vocal 
performance of 'I Will Walk With My Love', with lovely clear 
high notes. Esmé S sang next, treating to us to a                 
performance of 'Let's Go Fly A Kite' which was packed with 
character and warmth.  Playing the piano, Erin Goodwin got 
us all in the festive mood with 'We Wish You A Merry              
Christmas'.  The Scottish melody, 'North West of Inverness' 
was next, played with great confidence by Henry S.  Lucy M 
played her own composition, 'Midnight Blue' a really mellow 
and haunting piece showcasing her understanding of         
dynamics.  Anna B then played, 'Little Bird At The Window' 
which was  very well-received by the audience. Jaxon B     
finished the piano performances with a confident rendition 
of 'Twinkle Twinkle Little Star', his left and right hands     
working beautifully in time. 
The woodwind instruments came next, starting with the 
flute group, who played Silent Night very nicely.  Their       
timing and awareness of each other was excellent.  Alex M 
then impressed with an accomplished performance of 
'Hernando's Hideaway', the difficult rhythms were made to 
sound easy! Millie K played a lovely Mozart piece (with a 
slightly unpronounceable name) and showed great melodic 
awareness.  Ava S then treated us to a smooth and            
engaging performance of 'Ar Hydy Nos'.  Thomas Hipkin 
ended the wind instruments with an outstanding               
performance of 'The Pink Panther'.   Our guitarist was next, 
and Freddie M did a great job with the 'James Bond' 
theme.  Zoe S, on violin, ended the concert with 
'Somewhere Over the Rainbow',   really capturing the wistful 
melody with her smooth bowing action.   
It was a wonderful morning and our thanks go to all the     
instrumental teachers for their work in preparing the        
children, to Mrs Turner for her excellent accompanying, and 
to all the family members who came to support our young 
performers.  Well done everyone! 
Jo Sutton, Music Team Leader. 
 

 
. 



School Assemblies 
In the interests of continuing Safeguarding best practice, 
could we please ask that if you are attending a school        
assembly you exit the school via the usual routes once 
the children are dismissed. 
 
Of course should you need to discuss anything please 
do go to the School Office where they will be very happy 
to help you.  Thank you. 

 
After School Club Information  
for the remainder of this term 

May we remind you that tennis, horse riding, cookery,     
fencing, gymnastics and ballet have now finished for the 
term. 
 
The last cheerleading class on the 7th December will be 
a show for parents to watch - please arrive at 4.40pm if 
you are able to join us. 
 
As previously mentioned there will be no clubs on the 
5th December due to the Carol Service or on the 13th 
December due to the late arrival back at school after the 
pantomime.  
Mrs Price. 

Duncombe Christmas Postal Service 
The Duncombe School Christmas Postal     
Service is open for business for the        
children from today, 1st December. The 
Post Box will be placed in the Old Hall and 
emptied at least once a day. There is also a 
box in the entrance to Treetops. Please 
make sure you put the full name and class 
of the child on the envelope.  

 
 
 
 
 

. 

Warren Restaurant Menu for the week commencing 4th December 


