
Diary Dates 
Monday 26th November - Shaking up Shakespeare for 
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  
Tuesday 27th November - Flu Vaccinations for Reception 
to Year 5. 
Thursday 29th November - Last After School Chess Club 
Friday 30th November - Music Assembly for invited        
performers in Old Hall. 8.50am start. 
Sunday 2nd December - PA Christmas Fair. Midday to 
3pm. 
 

Looking Forward 
Monday 3rd December - Years 1 to 6 Carol Service                
Rehearsal at  Haileybury. 
2.15pm EKG and KG Singalong. Parents welcome. 
Tuesday 4th December - Carol Service Years 1-6 at                
Haileybury Chapel. 5pm start. 
Thursday 6th December - Nursery Christmas Play. 9.20am 
in New Hall. Parents welcome. 
Last Speech and Drama lesson. 
Friday 7th December - Reception Christmas Play. 9.20am 
in New Hall. Parents welcome. 
Monday 10th December - Harmony Choir to Hanbury 
Manor. 6pm start. 
Tuesday 11th December - EKG, KG and Nursery Trip to        
Springtime Nursery. 
Senior Choir to Bentley House, Hertford. 2pm start. 
Wednesday 12th December - Reception to Year 6 to      
Pantomime at Hertford Theatre.  
Treetops Disco. 
No After School Clubs due to the pantomime.  
Thursday 13th December - Last day of term.   
Treetops and Years 1-3 finish at 2.45 pm, 
Years 4 - 6 finish at 3.00pm.   
 

Please note that no after school clubs will take place on 
either the 12th or 13th December, but after school care 
will be available. Please let the School Office know if you 
need care. 
 
 

The Spring Term commences on Monday 7th January 
2019. 
 

 
Sports Fixtures 

Wednesday 28th November - U11 Rugby Tournament at 
Haileybury.  
Thursday 29th November - U9 Netball v Westbrook Hay 
(away). 2.30pm start. 
Wednesday 5th December - U11 Netball v Westbrook Hay 
(away). Time TBC.  
Thursday 6th December - U9 Football v Heath Mount 
(away). 2.30pm start.  

Cognita Calling has been a most rewarding and enjoyable   
experience with many of our classes across the year groups 
enjoying the opportunity to see and speak to their peers in far 
flung places such as Singapore, Thailand and Madrid! Staff 
here at Duncombe really threw themselves into the project 
with Señor Torres leading the way. Please do look out for 
more information on this on our Facebook page in the coming 
days. 
Our class assembly this week was performed by 1A on the 
theme of learning at Duncombe. As ever the pupils rose to 
the occasion and the development of confidence and the 
skills needed to hold an audiences’ attention was a joy to see. 
Colourful, funny, a Queen tribute song and with excellent IT 
support from Mrs Griffiths, it was certainly a wonderful way 
to start today. A hearty congratulations to Miss Ashcroft and 
the 1A Team! 
Pupils continue to work well and I greatly enjoyed observing a 
Year 3 English lesson as they embraced into the “Big Write” 
exercise launched by Miss Cartwright at the start of the week. 
As ever I was greatly impressed by the level of challenge and 
the willingness of the children to rise to this. I’m greatly    
looking forward to seeing the final outcomes of their writing. 
The sounds of Christmas have been getting ever stronger as 
we prepare for our Carol Service and plays in the coming 
weeks. The pupils are learning lines and songs for what   
promises to be yet another excellent set of events. I can’t 
quite believe that it is nearly December. Where does the time 
go? 
With a great deal to look forward to in the coming weeks do 
have a restful weekend. Mr Phelan. 

 
Well done to this week’s Pupil who received a        

Headmaster’s Award.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done to 1A today for their wonderful assembly! 
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Well done to this week’s Lower School Stars  
of the Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Carol Service - Tuesday 4th December 
We are looking forward to our Carol Service at Haileybury 
on Tuesday 4th December for Years 1-6. Here is more    
information about this event: 
  
Treetops’ day will end as normal at 3.30pm. If parents 
are going to the Carol Service at Haileybury, please see 
your form teacher to arrange an early pick up. Please 
note that school will finish for Lower School at 2.45pm 
and Upper School at 3pm.  This allows everyone the     
opportunity to freshen up and have tea in good time      
before our Carol Service in Haileybury Chapel which 
starts at 5pm.  Please do not arrive before 4.30pm. This 
allows us time to prepare the Chapel. We ask that you do 
not arrive before this time as your child/children will have 
a long time to wait before the start of the service. The 
service will last for an hour. 
  
After School Clubs - Treetops After School Activities will   
continue as normal. There will be no Clubs for               
non-Treetops pupils.  If you are unable to collect your 
child by 3pm on Tuesday 4th December, please let the 
School Office know.  
  
Please arrange childcare for siblings below Reception age 
and babies. 
 
Any Reception child who has an older sibling is allowed to 
attend the Christmas Carol Service. They must be in their 
school uniform and will be seated with their class teacher 
in the pews towards the front of the church. If you are 
intending to bring your Reception child with you, please 
let the School Office know so that we can make sure we 
have enough room for them all.  
 
Please refer to the letter sent out this week for full details. 
 
 

 
 

Early Kindergarten enjoy Nursery Rhyme Dress Up Day 
 
On Wednesday Early     
Kindergarten enjoyed 
dressing up for Nursery 
Rhyme Dress up Day in 
Treetops. They all had fun 
taking part in lots of 
nursery rhyme related 
activities. Miss Kavanagh. 
 
 

The Christmas Write 
Our annual Christmas writing competition arrived this 
week at Duncombe, along with the inevitable chilly 
weather!  
 

The Bear and The Hare – EKG to Year 4 
During assembly on Monday, Years 1 to 4 were given the 
opportunity to watch the short film, The Bear and The 
Hare and discuss the heart-warming and festive themes 
of this charming advert made by John Lewis. (If you wish 
to familiarise yourself with this classic Christmas advert, it 
can be found here: https://vimeo.com/78740926) 
 
Some Year 4 pupils then kindly lent their narrating skills to 
a green screen performance of the story book, to help 
bring the story vividly to life.  
 
Each year group, from Early Kindergarten to Year 4, has 
been using this film stimulus to support a piece of    
Christmas writing. Reception has been considering what 
present Bear may have bought for Hare, in return for the 
timely gift of an alarm clock, which allowed Bear to       
experience his first ever Christmas. Older year groups 
have been writing their own continuation of the story, 
thinking carefully about their vocabulary choices.  
 

The Christmas Truce – Years 5 to 6 
To commemorate the centenary of the end of WW1, 
Years 5 and 6 were given a different stimulus – the       
famous ceasefire of 1914, known as The Christmas Truce. 
Using the Sainsbury’s Christmas advert of the same name, 
along with ‘War Game’ penned by esteemed author,     
Michael Morpurgo, pupils have been honouring the 
memory of all of the soldiers involved in this conflict.  
In PE, pupils have recreated the historic football game 
that took place, through participation in ‘The Christmas 
Truce Game’. In English lessons, children have been     
developing their ability at ‘showing not telling’ in their 
writing and are composing a letter home in the role of 
Jim, a British soldier, recounting the astonishing events of 
a Christmas that has lived long in the memory. 
 
Winners of both The Bear and the Hare and The        
Christmas Truce writing competitions will be announced 
in a forthcoming assembly, and selecting will, as ever, 
represent a very challenging decision for their teachers! 
 
Miss Cartwright, Head of English. 

https://vimeo.com/78740926


Duncombe Christmas Postal Service 

The Duncombe School Christmas 
Postal Service will be open for       
business for the children from      
Monday 3rd December. The Post Box 
will be placed in the Old Hall and 
emptied at least once a day. There is 
also a box in the entrance to 
Treetops. Please make sure you put 
the full name and class of the child 
on the envelope.  

 

Parking on Warren Park Road 
We would like to remind you to please park                  
considerately on Warren Park Road and ensure you do 
not block any driveways.  

 
Car Park at Pick Up 

May we remind you that at pick up children must not go 
into the car parking area unattended. This is really       
important now that the dark evenings are here. Thank 
you.  

 
Girls’ Rugby Taster Sessions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Uniform 
May we remind you that all children should be in their     
winter uniform now which  includes: 
 
Girls 
• Long white socks or maroon tights for Years 1 to 3 
• Grey tunic and maroon and white floral blouse for Years 

1 to 3 
• Long white socks or grey tights for girls in Years 4 to 6 
 
Boys 
• Long grey trousers for boys in Years 1 to 6 
 
In addition with the cold weather now here, please ensure 
that your child brings in their Duncombe hat, scarf and 
gloves so that they are warm in the playground. If you do 
not currently have these items, please ensure your child is 
sent in with a scarf, hat and gloves until you are able to      
purchase them. Thank you. 
 
 

End of Autumn Term Date 
We would like to remind you that we break up for Christmas 
on Thursday 13th December.  As this is the end of Autumn 
Term school will finish early as follows: 
 
• Treetops and Years 1-3 finish at 2.45pm 
• Years 4 - 6 finish at 3.00pm.   
 
Please note that no after school clubs will take place but 
after school care will be available.  
 
The Spring Term commences on Monday 7th January 2019. 

 
 

 

Warren Restaurant Menu for the week commencing 26th November 2018 


